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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Pete Wyckoff and Timna Wyckoff Awarded Elite Science Policy Fellowships 
     
They will spend the academic year influencing policymakers and politicians for the betterment of science. 
 
MORRIS, Minnesota (July 28, 2016)—Professor of Biology Pete Wyckoff and Associate Professor of Biology Timna Wyckoff 
’94 were awarded prestigious American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) Science and Technology Policy 
Fellowships (STPF). They will spend a year in Washington, DC influencing policymakers and politicians for the betterment of 
science. 
 
STPFs provide outstanding scientists and engineers opportunities to learn firsthand about policymaking while contributing their 
knowledge and skills to the federal policymaking process. Fellows serve yearlong assignments in the executive, legislative, and 
judicial branches of the federal government. 
 
Although Pete won’t receive his official assignment until mid-September, as a congressional fellow he anticipates serving on a 
committee of the US Congress or within a senator’s office; Timna will be working for the National Science Foundation’s STEM 
education directorate. These placements are well suited to their individual backgrounds and skills.  
 
“I have science policy interests, and this is the kind of thing I always thought I might want to try,” says Pete. “I do work that I 
think should have policy implications, and this will give me a chance to learn and to influence how policy is influenced by 
science, which is the major purpose of this program.” 
 
“Education policy is closely related to what we’re doing in the classroom and what we’re doing in terms of training our 
undergrads,” says Timna. “I see the outcome of P–12 STEM education, and I’m hoping I can learn more about the policy 
implications of that. I’m really passionate about what we as a nation are doing to prepare students before they get [to college].” 
 
The Wyckoffs have high hopes for their Fellowship experiences. In addition to examining and shaping the processes by which 
science affects federal policy, the two also plan to apply what they learn back at Morris and on a grander scale. 
  
“I will come back with a more interdisciplinary skill set, which will be useful in a lot of my classes, especially in environmental 
science and studies,” says Pete. 
 
“As scientists we have a lot of opinions about how things should be, but I don’t feel like I know as much as I would like to about 
how changes to education policy get implemented, so I’m hoping to learn how that works and see if I can position myself to 
make more of a change in the future,” adds Timna. 
 
Pete and Timna also look forward to joining the STPF alumni network (made up of more than 3,000 individuals working in 
academia, government, nonprofits, and industry) and to sharing this once-in-a-lifetime experience—made even more interesting 
by its taking place in a presidential election year—with each other and with their teenaged daughters. 
 
About AAAS 
The AAAS seeks to advance science, engineering, and innovation throughout the world for the benefit of all people. For more 
information, visit aaas.org. 
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Through personal and academic discovery, the University of Minnesota, Morris provides opportunities for students to grow 
intellectually, engage in community, experience environmental stewardship and celebrate diversity. A renewable and sustainable 
educational experience, Morris prepares graduates for careers, for advanced degrees, for lifelong learning, for work world 
flexibility in the future, and for global citizenship. Learn more about Morris at morris.umn.edu or call 888-866-3382.  
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